
1989
“End of Nature” 
First book on 
climate change by 
Bill McKibben

1997
Kyoto Protocol 
International treaty 
to curb greenhouse 
gas emissions

1999
“Climate Justice” 
term used for first 
time in the 
movement

1990
Indigenous 
Environmental 
Network
Addresses 
environmental 
and economic 
justice issues

1989
Climate Action 
Network 
International
Over 1100 
non-governmental 
organizations 
(NGOs) in more 
than 120 countries

1993
La Via Campesina
164 local and 
national 
organizations 
in 73 countries 
representing about 
200 million farmers

2005
Grassroots Global 
Justice Alliance
Raising voices for 
communities of 
color and working 
class, linking social 
justice movements 
globally

2006
The Climate 
Reality Project
Climate education 
and advocacy

2008
350.org
Climate-focused 
campaigns, projects and 
actions in 188 countries

2007
Plant-for-the-Planet
global movement to fight the 
climate crisis planting trees

2010
Climate Justice Alliance
Supports local communities 
advancing a just transition; 
Our Power Campaign

2010
Global Alliance for the 
Rights of Nature

2015
Global Campaign 
to Demand 
Climate Justice
Supports local 
communities 
advancing a just 
transition, 
including Our 
Power Campaign

2013
System Change 
Not Climate 
Change
An ecosocialist 
coalition

2008
Pan African 
Climate Justice 
Alliance
Coalition of Civil 
Society 
Organizations

2008
Climate Justice 
Action
European 
campaigns for 
climate justice

Climate Justice Movement Building 

Timeline
climatejusticenow.earth

2006
“An Inconvenient 
Truth”
Award-winning 
documentary by 
Vice President Al Gore

2007
Climate Justice 
Now!
At COP 13 in Bali, 
Indonesia grassroots 
networks 
collaborated to form 
this coalition which 
evolved into Climate 
Justice Action for 
COP15

2008
Nature gets rights
Equador is first 
country to include 
rights of nature 
chapter in 
constitution

2012
Do The Math Tour
Launch of 350.org 
divestment 
campaign

2012
Rio +20 People’s 
Summit 
Declaration
Social and 
environmental 
justice defense of 
the commons 2015

Leap Manifesto
Call for Canada on caring for 
the Earth and one another

2015
COP21 Summit, Paris
195 countries agree to 
contribute to lowering 
global climate emissions 
to remain below 1.5 °C

2015
Shell NO!
Term kayaktivist is born out 
of stopping Shell Oil from 
drilling in the Arctic

2016
Break Free 2016
Largest global 
disobedience 
actions against fossil 
fuel infrastructure

2016
Standing Rock
Movement by 
Indigenous water 
protectors fighting 
Dakota Access 
Pipeline;
Sept. 4, 2016: 
Democracy NOW 
coverage of dog 
attacks sparks 
international 
support

2017
People’s Climate 
March
Washington, D.C. 
and global solidarity 
marches

2017
Keystone XL 
Battle Returns
Trump 
administration
grants approval 
for Keystone XL
Pipeline

2013
Forward On 
Climate March
50,000+ march in 
Washington, D.C.

2013
International 
Treaty to Protect 
the Sacred
Demands the 
United States and 
Canada recognize 
the rights found in 
the United Nations 
Declaration of the 
Rights of 
Indigenous People

2014
People’s Climate 
March
400,000+ march in 
New York City

2009
350.org 
International Day 
of Climate Action
Over 5,000 actions 
= largest protest

2010
The World People's 
Conference on 
Climate Change 
and the Rights of 
Mother Earth
Creates Universal 
Declaration of Rights 
of Mother Earth

2009
COP15 Summit 
Copenhagen
People’s Assembly 
and Reclaim Power 
March leading to 
250+ arrests

2014
Flood Wall Street
Thousands 
demonstrate before 
United Nations 
Climate Summit with 
message: Stop 
Capitalism, End The 
Climate Crisis

1990s1980s 2000s 2010s

2011
No Keystone XL 
Pipeline fight 
begins
Over 1,250 arrests at 
the White House

2015
No Keystone XL 
Pipeline victory
President Obama 
cancelled project


